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Ryedale Carers Support has had another successful year building on existing achievements 

and partnerships. Once again funding has been a concern but we are very grateful to the 

following foundations, trusts, organisations and individuals for supporting us: 

 The Robert McAlpine Foundation for enabling Ryedale Carers Support to recruit 

more volunteers and pay their out of pocket expenses 

 NYCC Health & Adult Services and the local Clinical Commissioning Groups for 

continuing to support the sitting service, visiting service and our support groups for 

carers. 

 NYCC Innovation Fund  

 The Cabinet Office Carers Social Action Fund which has enabled us in partnership 

with other North Yorkshire carers’ charities to employ a Volunteer Champion. 

 The Lloyds Bank Foundation for 2 years funding to take forward the partnership 

between Ryedale Carers Support, Caring Together Whitby and Support for Carers 

Scarborough. 

 Ryedale District Council for our annual carers trip  

 Sinnington PCC, Ryedale Lions Club, the Worshipful Company and Brethren of the 

Camalodunum Lodge 660, The Company of the Merchants of the Staple of England, 

the Wilfred Jackson Will Trust, and the many individual carers and volunteers who 

have given so generously throughout the year. 

 To June Emerson who wrote a book about caring and donated the royalties to 

Ryedale Carers Support 

 To the Allerston Aloud Choir who gave a concert on our behalf 

The charity also supports itself through its own fundraising events. This year the raffle raised 

£826, the cake stall raised £365 and the two street collections, one in Kirkbymoorside and 

one in Malton raised a total of £389. 

Ryedale Carers Support was pleased to be nominated and to receive the Duke of York 

Community Initiative Award at a ceremony in Rotherham in October 2014. Olive Birkett 

received the award from HRH the Duke of York on our behalf. 

The citation read “Ryedale Carers Support enables carers to 

have a bit of time to themselves. They also support lonely, 

isolated older people who need company. The manager leads 

an organisation which provides varied, sometimes unorthodox 

support, but always tailored to individual needs.” 

 

Referrals to Ryedale Carers Support have increased year on 

year and in this financial, 279 carers and older people had 

received a service from us. Over the year Ryedale Carers Support has recruited 25 new 

volunteers via word of mouth, a leaflet drop in the Gazette & Herald or from publicity 

generated by Sarah Lally-Marley our new Volunteer Champion. Sarah started work in 

January 2015 in a post funded by the Cabinet Office. Her remit is to enable Ryedale Carers 

Support and their partners in Scarborough and Whitby to recruit volunteers to enable the 

charities concerned to support an increased number of unpaid adult carers. 



Our volunteers work incredibly hard and we are very grateful for all they do. All our new 

volunteers and a rolling programme of existing volunteers are offered induction training 

every 6 months, training on Safeguarding Adults and the opportunity to attend talks relevant 

to the type of work they do.   

Along with our regular sitting and visiting services Ryedale Carers Support runs two monthly 

support groups, one in Malton and one in Northern Ryedale. The support groups offer carers 

the opportunity to share concerns, receive positive support and simply take a break from 

their caring role in a setting offering friendly companionship. The groups decide amongst 

themselves how they would like the meetings to operate. In the summer months they prefer 

to go out to local tearooms and in the winter months they will often meet in a local 

community centre. Ryedale Carers Support celebrated Carers Week with a very successful 

trip on the North York Moors Railway. This trip was organised and partly funded by The 

Pickering & District Rotary Club whose members provided an amazing array of refreshments 

  

 

  

 

Songs and Scones continues to go from strength to strength and we are grateful to the 

NYCC Innovation Fund for supporting this initiative. Songs and Scones started in April 2013 

with about 40 people attending, we now have over 100 people interested in attending with 

70 regularly attending each event. Ryedale Carers Support is very grateful to Ryedale 

Community Transport, the Red Cross and NYCC for providing a fleet of accessible 

minibuses that has enabled us to really meet the need of the lonely and isolated in Ryedale. 

Jenni Close started as Project Co-ordinator in February 2015, she organises the transport 



for songs and scones as well co-ordinating other aspects of work carried out by Ryedale 

Carers Support.  

Ryedale Carers Support has been encouraged by NYCC to work with two other carers 

support services in adjoining geographical areas, namely Support for Carers Scarborough 

and Caring Together Whitby. NYCC want us to improve our structures and provide a better 

more cohesive service across the larger geographical area. This would make funding easier, 

provide a more equable service and improve the provision of activities in Scarborough, 

Whitby and Ryedale. It will also give carers and older people a louder voice in any 

consultations from the Government or North Yorkshire County Council. There is agreement 

across all three organisations, and in April 2014 representatives from the three boards met 

and agreed to set up a working party to look at how the three organisations would need to 

restructure and develop the services across a bigger geographical area. Ryedale Carers 

Support has been asked to take the lead on this initiative. The partnership has developed 

over the year helped by funding from the Lloyds Bank Foundation and The Cabinet Office.  
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“With no family living close by, living in a village that has only one bus four times a week, we 
would be at risk of loneliness and rural isolation.  We are now dependent on the valuable 
services provided by Ryedale Carers Support and life without that support given to us by this 
charity would be a very different story indeed.” Penny Ward, Carer    

 

 


